
watered with power supplied by a gas generator. The 
extreme heat and drought that followed the storm for 
several weeks severely stressed and killed many older, 
established azaleas in the area. Cleanup is still underway, 
with mostly removal of small debris from the flowerbeds. 

Hurricane Rita Damage 
Robert Turley, Calcasieu Agricultural Center,  Lake 

Charles. Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana.  Wind damage to 
azaleas planted in the ground was minimal; however, 
damage was severe to those that were subjected to tree 
fall and flying debris. Calcasieu Parish is in the southwest 
tip of Louisiana, and has an extended shoreline—both 
Gulf Coast and Mississippi River—and therefore is sub-
ject to tidal surges on two sides resulting in severe flood-
ing. The heavily treed Allen, Beauregard, and Vernon 
parishes surrounding Calcasieu, all north and east of 
Lake Charles, suffered extensive damage. 

Hodges Gardens  is located on US Highway 171 in 
Sabine Parish, between Many and Leesville, Louisiana. 
This area is well known to fishermen (Toledo Bend Lake)  

and soldiers (Ft. Polk) and is heavily treed with second-
growth pine and various oaks. Lynn Musick is the director 
and was not available when I called, but a spokesperson 
told me that while the garden had sustained considerable 
damage, "the garden is open and looking forward to the 
spring." 

Conclusions 
1.Azaleas are tough and resilient. 

2.They do not like salt-water baths. 

3.They are very tolerant of pine trees, but not when 
hurricane winds are in the neighborhood. 

Bill Bode has been president of the Louisiana Chapter 
1995-1996 and 2005-2006 and was president of the Men's 
Garden Club of Baton Rouge from 1969-1970. He was pres-
ident of the ASA from 1999 to 2001. He retired from a 
career as a hospital representative of the pharmaceutical 
industry (Merrell-Dow) in 1985. Buddy Lee is currently 
president of the ASA. 

NairMestbeiff 
At-large Members  
Betty Bottemiller 
3405 Buttermilk Lane 
Arcata, CA 95521 
907-822-4935 
rxmeds1@cox.net  

Tim Charpia 
1300 Jahnz Avenue 
Summerville, SC 29485-11 
843-875-1167 

Carl Randolph Maphis 
7476 Skipper Lane 
Tallahassee, FL 32317 
850-878-3872 
crmaphis@comcast.net  

The following members joined the Society as of March 31, 2006. 
Walter Stone 	 Karen & Herb Tews 
3801 Mt. Airy Drive 	 6446 Island Lake Road 
Mt. Airy, MD 21771 	 Saugatuck, MI 49453 
301-831-0720 	 269-857-2648 

Lake Michigan Chapter 
David & Dawn Alexander 
3489 64th Street 

67 	Saugatuck, MI 49453 
269-857-3167 

Dick Bont & Stacy Honson 
431 Spear Street 
Saugatuck, MI 49453 
269-857-3117 

Linda Charvat 
Rosebay Nursery 
6394 Old Allegan Road 
Saugatuck, MI 49453 
269-857-2479 

Pete & Trevah Hartsuiker 
5275 M89 
Fennville, MI 49406 
269-561-2016 

Robert Hutchinson 
2432 58th Street 
Fennville, MI 49404 
269-561-2713 

Ben Morrison Chapter 
Jennifer & Bryan Thomas 
220 Price Station Road 
Church Hill, MD 21623 
443-362-0154 

Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Brian Barr 
9906 Tenbrook Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 
301-385-3868 
bbarr@hillwoodmuseum.org  

Louisiana Chapter 
Mrs. Randall E Bracy 
64624 Dummyline Road 
Amite, LA 70422-5250 
985-746-4716 

Leon R. Volterre 
3201 St Charles Avenue Apt 321 
New Orleans, LA 70115 

Oconee Chapter 
Ester B. Medford 
211 Ray Cole Road Ext. 
Dallas, GA 30157 
770-445-0473 
emedf@allstate.com  

Vaseyi Chapter 
Barbara Patton 
31 Flame Leaf Lane 
Hendersonville, NC 28739 
828-693-9192 
barbp1121@aol.com  
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