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President 's-  Letter 

Miss e411/ CO of to ASA — 
Ail Systeou Read for 4t-- 

Robert (Buddy) Lee — Independence, Louisiana 
TEN, NINE, EIGHT... 

The countdown is on for our Society to 
enter into a new phase of media aware-
ness. Starting with the Fall 2006 edition of 
The Azalean, an additional 500-plus gift 
members will be added to our journal's 
mail out list. These new members will 
include garden writers, publishers, and 
other people actively involved in horticul 
tural activities. My hopes are that these 
people will find interesting topics printed 
in our journal, contact the authors and the 
editor for permission to rewrite and 
expand those topics, then get their articles 
printed in mega-media magazines. 
Hopefully this will bring new and far-
reaching interest to our Society. Big 
dreams, you bet! Let's make it a reality You 
can help by getting your article on our 
favorite azalea topic to our editor ASAP. 

SEVEN, SIX, FIVE... 
While you are reaching for your seat belt 

and preparing for lift-off, let me tell you 
about some of the exciting things going on 
with our Society How about that conven-
tion in Rockville, Maryland? I must have 
taken over 400 pictures. Many thanks to 
Don Hyatt, Bill Miller, Charlie Evans, and 
all their numerous helpers for a fantastic 
convention. And it will not be long until 
our next convention in Nacogdoches, 
Texas. I recently visited with Barbara 
Stump and Dr. Dave Creech over in 
Nacogdoches and they are "biting at their 
bits" to make this upcoming convention 
the best ever. I think we should all wear 
cowboy boots and hats to the business 
meeting just to get into the Texas spirit. 
Make sure that you don't miss this conven-
tion. You'll just love Nacogdoches. See the 
Fall 2006 edition of TheAzalean for all the 
details and registration information. 

FOUR, THREE... 
Flying always makes me a little nervous, 

so if you don't mind, I will sing my never-
ending melody of great ASA top hits: such 
as, the new Seed Exchange Program being 
spearheaded by Aaron Cook, the Azalea 
City of America Project, our informative 
Web site, our very active online azalea dis- 

cussion group, the ASA archives at NC 
State, and all the great activities happen-
ing at the local chapters, just to name a 
few. But wait a minute, am I singing to the 
choir? Let's see, yeah, maybe, probably so. 
If we want our Society to keep expanding, 
we will need to reach out to a greater audi 
ence and "sing" about the great attributes 
of azaleas and the benefits of belonging to 
the Azalea Society of America. 

TWO, ONE, IGNITION... 
It may be a little late to turn back now, 

but just in case we might want to ditch 
this flight we better check the manual for 
directions. A quick glance at the goals of 
our Society written in the by-laws gives 
me reassurance that we are on the right 
track I don't have time to even para 
phrase the goals; however, I encourage 
members to review our entire by laws so 
they will have a better understanding of 
our Society. Any changes to the by-laws 
have to be approved by the general mem-
bership at the yearly national convention. 
Members are always welcome and 
encouraged to attend the board meetings 
and become active in any of our activities. 

MISSION CONTROL, WE HAVE 
LIFT-OFF!! 

Gravity sure is a hard thing to overcome. 
Accelerating a Society to great heights 
takes a lot of energy and planning. Not 
accepting the status quo and embracing 
change can be an extremely hard barrier 
to overcome. However, with everyone 
working together, exchanging opinions, 
having fun, and sharing in fellowship with 
each other, this Society can overcome any 
turbulence in fulfilling this mission. 

You are now free to move around the 
world and spread the good news about 
azaleas and of the ASA. 

Hope everyone is having a wonderful 
summer. And, here's a special welcome to 
all our new members. We are so excited 
that you are members of our Society 

Sincerely, 
Robert (Buddy) Lee 

Azalea/ Society 
of America/ 

The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to 
the culture, propagation and appreciation 
of azaleas Subgenera Tsutsusi and 
Pentanthera of the genus Rhododendron in 
the Heath family (Ericaceae). 

Officers for 2006-2007 
President — Robert Lee 

Vice-President — William McDavit 
Secretary — Carol Flowers 
Treasurer — Bob Stelloh 

Immediate Past President — 
Joseph E. Schild, Jr. 

Directors 

Terms Expire in 2006 
Bob Hobbs 
Ron Hooper 
Tom Milner 

Terms Expire in 2007 
Joe Coleman 
Aaron Cook 
Mary Rutley 

Chapter presidents serve as 
ex-officio directors 

Chapters 

Brookside Gardens 	Ben Morrison 
(chartered Aug. 1979) 
	

(chartered May 1980) 
Dr. Charles Evans, Pres. 	Harold Belcher, Pres. 

Northern Virginia 
	 Louisiana 

(chartered May 1980) 
	

(chartered June 1981) 
Dan Krabill, Pres. 	 William Bode, Pres. 

Tri-State 	 Dallas Chapter 
(chartered Oct. 1981) 
	

(chartered May 1989) 
Larry Miller, Pres. 

Oconee Chapter 
	 Vaseyi Chapter 

(chartered Nov. 1991) 
	

(chartered June 2001) 
Allison Fuqua, Pres. 	 Ed Collins, Pres. 

Lake Michigan 	Alabamense Chapter 
(chartered May 2003) 
	

(chartered May 2005) 
John Migas, Pres. 	 Carlton LeMond, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all interest-
ed parties for an annual amount of $25.00; 
life-membership for an individual is 
$500.00. Members receive The Azalean and 
are eligible for participation in all activities 
of the Society including those of the chap-
ter with which the member affiliates. For 
information and a membership applica-
tion, write to the Membership Committee, 
Azalea Society of America, 7195 Henson 
Landing Road, Welcome, MD 20693 (800-
446-0428/301-934-3556). 
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Earl Sommerville collected 'Vivian Abney' in the mid-1980s. The collection location was 
not noted and parentage is unknown, based on the name registration information he 
filed. The corolla is tubular funnel-shaped, 	x 1.25" wide, with wavy-edged margins; 16 
flowers per flat truss. Calyx lobes are 0.1 long, grayish yellow green (19413). Flower color is 

deep purplish pink (5413) in bud. As they open, the inside color is strong purplish pink (5513) 

with slightly lighter pink clown the center of each lobe and a conspicuous light orange 
yellow (19A) dorsal blotch; the outside color is light purplish pink (55C).The truss is 15"x 3.5" 

wide. The leaves are elliptic, with a broadly acute apex, cuneate base, and flat margins; 

they are semi-glossy and moderate yellow green (14613) on the top surfaces. The shrub is 
9.5' x 6 wide in about 15 years; habit is intermediate. Flowering period is early. Plant is 
hardy to at least -6T. (Photo by Earl Sommerville: registration information provided by Mrs.Jay 
Murray Registrar of Plant.  ames for North American for the American Rhododendron Society) 
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hiathfres-  Take, Center Stage( at 
Penitsyivait& hfurcery 

Kelly Wilson — McLean,Virginia 

never forget the time I saw my 
Ifirst wild azalea while walking the 
roads of Floyd, Virginia. My aunt and I 
were out stretching our legs when we 
came upon a striking orange shrub. 
My eyes opened wide, not just 
because it was my favorite childhood 
SlurpeeTM color, but because it was 
absolutely breathtaking. 

Fifteen years later my co-worker 
suggested adding native azaleas to 
the estate grounds where we work. I 
couldn't have been happier when he 
sent me two hours north of 
Washington, DC, to Jim and Bethany 
Plyler's Natural Landscape Nursery. Jim 
started Natural Landscape Nursery 20 
years ago when he purchased 44 acres 
in West Grove, Pennsylvania, located 
near such horticulture hot spots as 
Chanticleer, Longwood Gardens, and 
Mt. Cuba Center. Blueberry bushes, 
bottlebrush buckeyes, and fringe trees 
are just some of the East Coast native 
plants that are offered to wholesale 
buyers. But it is the native azaleas that 
are the heart and soul of the nursery. 

It was after a 1980 visit to Gregory 
Bald, an exposed mountaintop area in 
the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, that Jim fell in love with the wild 
azaleas and decided he had to grow 
them. Except for a few selections that 
are vegetatively propagated, all of their 
azaleas are propagated from seed. 
You'll find Jim and Bethany on seed 
collecting trips during the fall. In the 
past they've collected in the Pine 
Barrens, the Poconos, the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, the Delmarva region, West 
Virginia, and areas south of Asheville, 
North Carolina. 

According to Jim and Bethany, all 
azaleas start easily from seed, but some 
like Rhododendron calendulaceum 
(flame azalea), can be a "little finicky" in 
pots and do better once established in 
the field. Both Plylers keep track of their 
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R. calendulaceum (flame azalea), more than 

likely that SlurpeeTm-colored shrub. 
(Photos by Kelly Willson) 

seed sources and enjoy observing the 
variability within and between wild 
populations. For instance, R. arbores-
cens (sweet azalea) seed collected from 
the mountains will produce a more 
dwarf or spreading azalea that blooms 
earlier than those grown from seed col-
lected in lower elevations. In contrast, 
the flame azalea plants grown from 
seed collected at higher elevations 
often bloom later than those from pop-
ulations at lower elevations. 

Walking around the 19 or so acres of 
cultivated beds, both Jim and Bethany 
are quick to point out one azalea from 
another by their distinctive buds. R. 
vaseyi with its round buds and down-
ward facing seed capsules is best for 
fall leaf color. R. prunifolium and its 
characteristic chartreuse buds on dark 
stems has the distinction of offering up 
flowers later than most other native 
azaleas. Jim has been careful to posi-
tion the beds to go with the grade to 
counteract any potential erosion prob-
lems and for easy access. He takes care 
of the beds and any tractor work need-
ed. Bethany takes plant orders and  

tags the plants out in the field. Five 
local workers handle the planting and 
hand digging of all the nursery stock 
for ten months of the year. 

After being asked to divulge best sites 
for azalea viewing, Jim is again quick to 
point out Gregory Bald with all its 
many azalea hybrids. However, if it is 
the flame azalea you're after, Roan 
Mountain or the Blue Ridge Parkway 
"are great places," while the 
Susquehanna River, about an hour 
from the nursery, is a good place to find 
a disjunct population of R. arborescens 
cohabiting with the widespread R. per-
iclymenoides, (pinxterflower). 

Me, I'll be heading back down to 
Floyd, Virginia, to check out that 
orange-colored wild azalea with a 
newfound appreciation for our native 
azaleas. 

Natural Landscape Nursery is located 
in West Grove, Pennsylvania, and is open 
by appointment only. Jim or Bethany 
can be reached at (610) 869-3788. 

Kelly Wilson has been the cutting-
garden manager at Hillwood Museum 
and Gardens for six years, having 
received her horticulture degree from 
Virginia Tech. She also has a love for 
native azaleas. 

Beth and Jim Pyler 

at their nursery. 



Book Itepieot: Satsuki Azaleas 
by A, 	t 

Bob Stelloh — Hendersonville, North Carolina 
Callaham, Robert Z. 2006. Satsuki 
Azaleas for Bonsai and Azalea 
Enthusiasts. Passumpsic, Vermont: 
Stone Lantern Publishing. 233 pages. 
Paperback. ISBN: 0-9767550-1-7. 

D ob Callaham is good at collect-
Iiing information. In Satsuki 
Azaleas he has collected a potpour-
ri of descriptive information about 
Satsuki azaleas and techniques for 
growing, training, and displaying 
them as bonsai. Although the book 
is flawed by non-standard conven-
tions, unusual organization, a lack 
of careful editing, and a lack of 
reader-friendly formatting, overall 
it is a good collection of Satsuki 
information. While much of the 
book discusses bonsai techniques 
related to Satsuki, this review focus-
es on the information provided 
about azaleas. 

About half of the book's 233 pages 
include descriptions of bonsai tech-
niques and explanations of Satsuki 
terminology for flower size, color, 
color patterns, forms, and leaf 
descriptions, along with a compara-
tive description of Satsuki bloom 
time. The other half is detailed 
descriptions of 1,691 different Satsuki 
azaleas. The descriptions include 
information from the various sources 
mentioned below. 

Since much of the literature cover-
ing Satsuki azaleas is written in 
Japanese, it is not readily available to 
Westerners. Other Satsuki informa-
tion appears in a number of other 
sources. By compiling and present-
ing information from many of these 
sources, and augmenting it with 
Callaham's own experience and 
observation of Satsuki azalea bonsai, 
Satsuki Azaleas makes a significant 
contribution to Satsuki literature. 
The major sources include transla- 

tion by Koso Takemoto of material 
from the 1992 Satsuki Dictionary 
and two other Japanese sources; 
translation by Tatemori Gondo of 
material from the 1997 Satsuki 
Dictionary; and excerpts from The 
Brocade Pillow by Ito Ihei, The 
Azalea Book by F. P Lee, Azaleas by 
Fred Galle, The Azalean articles by 
Jim Trumbly, and Nuccio Nurseries 
catalogs. 

The newspaper columnist James 
Kilpatrick once observed, "Half the 
writer's art consists of not letting the 
reader stumble." The book falls short 
here, due to the intermixture of bon-
sai techniques and azalea informa-
tion; an inconsistent treatment of 
chapter headings and subheadings 
both in the text and the table of con-
tents; insufficient editing; and the 
non-standard naming, color, and for-
matting conventions used. 

Perhaps the most important of 
these is the naming convention, 
wherein the author forsakes the care-
fully considered and well document-
ed standards required by the 
International Code of Nomenclature 
for Cultivated Plants and sometimes 
uses his own spacing, capitalization, 
and punctuation to, in his words 
"...ease the reading, understanding, 
and pronouncing of lengthy names 
of cultivars." This adds to the already 
confused state of Satsuki nomencla-
ture by resulting in, for example, 
'Waka Ebisu' rather than the accept-
ed name 'Wakaebisu'. 

Another departure from carefully 
established convention is color 
nomenclature. Here, Bob mentions 
"...I transformed reddish orange to 
orangish red, purplish red to reddish 
purple, etc." and later, "...dark blotch 
was changed to strong blotch, dark 
red to deep red, darker pink to deep- 

er pink, etc. For these reasons, words 
attributed to an author may differ 
slightly from the original." 

The lack of careful editing is evi-
denced by a few blank pages; dupli-
cation of a few paragraphs, tables 
and images; some spelling, spacing, 
punctuation and grammatical errors; 
and inconsistent formatting of chap-
ter headings and subheadings. The 

212 	Cultivar DescriVions 

Wake Ebisu young goddess] (parentage unknown: 
TC: its white jiai sport is Shiro Ebisu: RZC): deep 
yellowish pink with deep pink, dots in (prominent: 
RZC) blotch, (slight green throat: RZC): lobes 

rounded, (two-ranked, slightly wavy: RZC); flowers 

hose-in-hose (see 2' image below)(Galle 208); 

2-2.3 in.; (3 in.: RZC; early:-Watanabe, midseason 
to late; leaves broader toward tip. not shiny: 
RZC); popular landscape and container plant. (Galle) 
Flowers futae, leaves small, round: TG. (Rokkaku'79a 
477; '79b 154: '83 872; '92 810; Watanabe'04 
541) 

(Copyright 2006, Robert Z. Callaham. 
Used by permission. Ed.) 
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inconsistent formatting makes it 
hard to notice the major subject has 
changed until you realize it from the 
text—that's a stumble. 

The book uses different font faces 
and sizes to attribute text to different 
sources, and for other purposes. This 
makes the descriptions "busy" (see 
example on previous page) and more 
difficult to decipher, compounded by 
having described the formatting con-
ventions on page 15, when the culti-
var descriptions begin on page 117. 
As an example of the "other purpos-
es," I wondered why some cultivar 
names are shown in all capital letters 
beginning on page 17 (a stumble!). 
Eventually, a footnote on page 117 
explains that these cultivars may be 
available from Nuccio Nurseries. 

Information about historical use of 
Satsuki in Japan, use and care of 
Satsuki in the garden, and proper 
selection of the stems to be cut for 
propagation—a particularly impor-
tant topic for Satsuki—would make a 
more complete book on Satsuki. 

On the plus side of the ledger, 
Satsuki Azaleas collects a wealth of 
Satsuki information into one book. 
Most useful to Satsuki fanciers are 
the descriptions for 1,691 Satsuki, 
including Callaham's descriptions of 
the 96 new pictures in the 2004 
Satsuki Dictionary. While an accurate 
and complete description is best—
but not yet available anywhere for 
most azaleas—the next best is to 
know when there are differing 
descriptions for the same cultivar. 
This book does that well, by present-
ing the sometimes conflicting 
descriptive detail from different 
sources as they occur. About 150 of 
the descriptions are augmented with 
small color pictures, which are much 
more useful than text to show the 
subtle details of flower color, color 
patterns, and form that distinguish 
many of the Satsuki cultivars from 
each other. 

Other parts of the book of interest 
to Satsuki enthusiasts include a 
detailed and well-illustrated discus- 

sion of Japanese terms for flower 
form; a similar discussion of leaves 
with a table of the 37 cultivars with 
rinpu (rolled) leaves and a table of 
the 13 cultivars with variegated 
leaves; a discussion of color patterns; 
and a discussion, table, and exten-
sive appendix about Satsuki bloom 
time from different sources. And the 
descriptions and many pictures of 
bonsai techniques are interesting, 
even if you don't work at creating or 
maintaining bonsai. 

I'm glad I bought my copy of 
Satsuki Azaleas. It is a worthwhile 
book on Satsuki, and I will probably 
refer to it more often than some of my 
other azalea reference books. 

Bob Stelloh is the treasurer and web-
master of the Azalea Society of 
America. After a career in computer 
programming, he has interests in color, 
azalea names and standards, along 
with gardening and searching out 
native azaleas. 

BRAND NEW! 

Satsuki Azaleas  ir *1 
for azalea and bonsai enthusiasts 

Satsuki Azaleas 
for bonsai and azalea enthusiasts 

 

Bob Callaham provides us with something never 
before seen in English; a complete celebration of 
satsuki, rich with photographs, how-to instructions, 
fascinating facts, and an unrivaled encyclopedia of 
1,691 cultivars  (this alone is worth the book's price). 
All of this adds up to a rare treasure indeed. 

Chapter topics include: Learning About Cultivars, 
Seasonal Treatments, Calendar for Care, Building a 
Collection, Cultivar Descriptions, Season of Blooming 
and much more. 

240 pages,  500+ color photos  and illustrations. 
Softcover $39.95 

call 800.776.1167 
or visit stonelantern.comazalea to order 
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Deciduous Azaleas: A Coilectio'frt/ 
That Staffed 45 Years.  Ago 

Earl Sommerville — Atlanta, Georgia 
[This article appeared in a slightly different form in the Spring 2006 issue of Journal of the American Rhododendron 

Society. It is used here with newly updated photographs by the author, with permission of the ARS and the author, Ed.] 

As  a young man just out of the Air Force in 1960 I start- traction, and was floating down the creek big time. My 
ed to collect wild honeysuckle bushes north of partner and I jumped out and pushed the bug onto a 

Marietta, Georgia, in and around Lake Allatoona. (The sand bar and came out. On the return to the creek, on the 
old timers from this area called native azaleas "wild hon- way out, I had enough speed to skip across the water 
eysuckles.") In this area there were at least five species without incident. 
growing together, which made outstanding inter-specific 
hybrid plants with beautiful flowers. On that first trip I 	In the late 80s the creeks got wider, the water colder,  
collected three plants: 'Orange Carpet', 'Razzberry', and and the hills steeper, and my interest turned to seeds  
'Earl's Angel'. I still have all three plants. In the 60s and and propagation of native azaleas. In the past year I  
70s it was all right to collect plants. In the 80s you had to have taken up tissue culture. After 45 years of collect- 
get them before the bulldozer did. 	 ing native azaleas I have over 200 very nice plants 

ranging in age from 45 years to less than three years. I 
In the early 60s I took up deer hunting and that expand- have been pressured to name some of the better plants 

ed my territory to most of the State of Georgia. In the and put them in the hands of good nurserymen in 
spring when I was looking for deer signs I would tag nice order to let the public have the opportunity to have 
native azaleas. Then, if I returned that fall to hunt I would these plants in their gardens. Following is an alphabet-
always take my shovel, and you can get a lot of azaleas ical list of the azaleas I've released and the nurseries 
into a 1960 Volkswagen. I have collected some plants that that carry them. 
should have been red, but when they bloomed were yel-
low or pink, which meant someone switched my tags. Of 
course I never would do that to anyone else! 

On one trip looking for plants in the north Georgia 'Ann Marie' is a seedling (Rhododendron serrulatum x 
Mountains, in the early 60s (still in my old trusty flammeum [red]). This plant is 5' high by 4' wide in eight 
Volkswagen), after a lot of rain I tried to ford a creek, lost years, a mid-season bloomer. A pinkish red flower with a 

'Elizabeth Lane' 
	

'Memory of James Thompson' 
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'Razzberry' 

'Kate' 

white tube and a yellow orange blotch. You will notice 
this plant from a distance. This plant is available at 
Mountain Shadow Nursery. 

'Earl's Angel' is a natural hybrid (R. flammeum x pericly-
menoides) collected in 1960 at Lake Allatoona. In 45 
years, the plant is 10' tall and 5' wide with a bloom that is 
white with a raspberry over-tone that turns white with 
age and has a yellow blotch. 

'Earl's Gold' is an (R. austrinum x unknown) open-polli-
nated seedling of the late 70s that shows a lot of vigor. In 25 
years the plant is 15' high and 8' wide. Gold-color flowers 
make a large ball truss that will get you to stop and take a 
second look. This plant is available at Rare Find Nursery.  

'Ed Stephens' is a rhododendron seedling of unknown 
parentage; Mr. Stephens gave the plant to me in the mid-
90s. The bloom is a very bright red-orange ball truss that 
looks like it is on fire, a mid-season bloomer. This plant is 
available at Mountain Shadow Nursery. 

'Edith Marie' is a natural R. flammeum hybrid collected 
near Griffin, Georgia. The plant is only 3' high in 10 years, 
with very dark pink flowers. 

'Elizabeth Lane' is a seedling (R. flammeum x 'Strawberry 
Ice') that produces a pink bloom with one top petal that 
is white with a gold blotch. The plant is 8' by 8' in 15 
years. 

'Evening Red Sun Set' is an R. flammeum collected near 
Milledgeville, Georgia, in the early 80s. This plant pro-
duces a beautiful red ball truss bloom, but the plant 
would only be a seven out of a ten rating. 

'Evening Sun Set' is a natural R. austrinum hybrid col-
lected in the southwest corner of Georgia near the darn at 
Lake Seminole in the late 70s. This plant will produce a 
large orange ball truss bloom. The plant will grow to 15' 
high by 12' wide in 25 years. 

'John Conner' is an R. prunifolium collected in Harris 
County, Georgia, in the mid-80s, has very good color, and 
blooms in late July. The plant in 20 years is 10' by 10' and 
is a good performer year after year. 

'Kate' is an R. austrinum. I do not remember from where 
it came, but I've had this plant for over 20 years. It is a 
very heavy bloomer with a darker orange color than most 
austrinums. The plant is 8' high by 8' wide, a little on the 
twiggy side. 

'Magenta Rose' is an R. flammeum collected near 
Milledgeville, Georgia, and given to me by Mr. Ed 
Stephens in the early 90s. This plant is the closest to 
almost a purple that I have seen. When the bloom dries, 
the color is a very dark blue. The plant is 8' high by 5' wide 
in 13 years. 

'Mallory' is an (R. flammeum x flammeum) grown from 
seed. The color is orange red with a strong yellow blotch. 
The blooms make a small but showy ball truss. The plant 
is 8' wide by 8' high in 15 years. 

'Memory of James Thompson' is a rhododendron of 
unknown parentage. Mr. Thompson gave this plant to me 
in the late 70s or early 80s. A very strong grower and 
heavy bloomer, the plant is 12' high byl 1 ' wide, with a 
medium-sized bright gold flower with a darker gold 
blotch that forms a ball truss. 

'Orange Carpet' is a natural hybrid rhododendron (R. 
calendttlaceunz x flammeum) collected in 1960 at Lake 
Allatoona. The plant, in 45 years, has grown to a size of 
18" high and 8' wide. The limbs grow horizontally, but do 
not attach to the ground. The flowers are upright orange 
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'Orange Carpet' (close up) 

'Orange Carpet' 

in clusters or ball trusses. Plant will not set seed and is 
very difficult to propagate. This plant is available at Rare 
Find Nursery 

`Pink Ember' is an (R. bakeri x viscosum x arborescens) 
seedling from the late 70s. A mid-season pink bloomer 
with a strong yellow blotch; but, if one looks at this plant 
from 50 feet or more you would say that it is a yellow 
flowering plant. In 25 years the plant is 3' by 3', on a very 
twiggy plant with new growth only 3" or less each year. 

`Razzberry' is a natural (R. flammeum x periclymenoides) 
hybrid collected in 1960 at Lake Allatoona, plant is 4' high 
by 4' wide in 45 years. The flowers are raspberry in color, 
with a bright yellow blotch. This plant is available at Rare 
Find Nursery. 

'Sommerville's Pink' is an R. flammeum collected in the 
mid-80s in Spalding County Georgia near Griffin. The 
mid-season bloom is a very rich pink. The plant is 12' 
high by 8' wide in 15 years. It is available at Mountain 
Shadow Nursery 

`Sommerville's Sun Rise' is an R. austrinum collected 
near Quincy, Florida, in the early 80s. The plant, in full 
sun, is 8' high x 8' wide in 20 years. It is a light yellow 
bloom with a red pistil. This plant, like most of my collec-
tion, makes a ball truss. 

'Verdie Sommerville' is an (R. flammeum x 'Strawberry 
Ice') seedling that produces a red-yellow flower with a 
gold botch. The bloom will last for three weeks and is very 
showy. Plant is 7' high by 5' wide in 10 years. This plant is 
available at Mountain Shadow Nursery. 

Earl Sommerville joined the ARS in the mid-60s, the 
ASA in the mid-70s, and again in the late 80s. He has been 
collecting native azaleas throughout Georgia since the 
early 60s. Through the years he has made a few crosses 
working with native azaleas. In the past two months he 
has registered 25 native azaleas plants with Jay Murray 
(ARS Plant Names Registrar), including all of the ones in 
this article. Besides his work with azaleas and rhododen-
drons, he started working in fire sprinkler systems in 1950, 
retiring in 1994. He was in the Air Force from 1951 to 1960. 

Pictures of all of Earl Sommerville's plants can be 
viewed at: http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/sommerville  

Sources for Earl's Hybrids 
Rare Find Nursery 
957 Patterson Road 
Jackson, NJ 08527 
support@rarefindnursery.com  
Web site: www.rarefindnursery.com  

Mountain Shadow Nursery 
8617 Tobacco Lane, SE 
Olympia, WA 98513-4615 
Phone: 360-459-4116 
Fax: 801-720-9360 
Steve@MtShadow.com  
Web site: www.mtshadow.com  

[This is a wholesale only nursery; 250 minimum quan-
tity of a variety; also does micro cuttings.] 
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newts-Iona Mates: 
Nowenciaturai Quandary 

Donald H. Voss — Vienna, Virginia 

Fending a satisfactory way to refer to a plant being studied 
or considered for selection and distribution prior to the 

formal establishment of a cultivar epithet is a problem of 
long standing in the horticultural community. The situation 
is not directly addressed in the Cultivated Plant Code. (1) 

The Code deals with the formation, establishment, and 
use of cultivar and group names. To be established, a name 
must be printed in a dated publication that is distributed to 
the general public (or at least to institutions with libraries 
accessible to botanists) or appear in a register maintained by 
a statutory registration authority. The name must conform 
to provisions of the Code and be accompanied by a descrip-
tion or reference to a previously published description. 

When referring to plants being studied or considered for 
selection and formal naming, many researchers and growers 
use codes that are a combination of letters and numbers: this 
is a wise choice, although (because of a new article in the 
Code) its status may no longer be unambiguous. Using words 
or proper names as common names (i.e., as provisional 
names without nomenclatural standing) instead of using let-
ter/number codes is a most unfortunate choice. Dr. A. C. 
Leslie, Registrar, International Cultivar Registration Authority: 
Rhododendron, has stated emphatically that the use of 
names not intended to be formally established as cultivar epi-
thets should be avoided: experience shows that someone will 
sooner or later treat them as cultivar epithets. (2) 

To reduce the chance for misuse, a letter/number code 
or a name (should the author reject the use of a code) not 
meant to be interpreted as a cultivar epithet should be 
accompanied by an explicit statement of its status: 

• The provisional code or name should not be placed 
between quotation marks—single or double. Single 
quotation marks are reserved for use as unique identi-
fiers of a cultivar epithet, and no clear meaning can be 
inferred from the use of double quotation marks. 

• For a selection from the wild, the code should be fol-
lowed by the words "collector's number." (Art. 19.27. 
Note 2.: "Plants are sometimes circulated under collec-
tor's or breeder's numbers that are made up of  

sequences of letters and numbers or [of] numbers. 
These are not to be taken as being cultivar epithets.") 

• For a selection from cultivated material, the code 
should be followed by the words "breeder's number." 
(Art. 19.27. Note 2.) 

• For either type of material, if a name is used, it should be 
followed by the words "name is provisional, not accept-
ed by the author." (Dr. Leslie refers to Art. 24.5.: "A name 
that has not been accepted by the author who publishes 
it . . . is not regarded as being established.") 

• Editorially, the words defining the status of a code or 
name may appear in parentheses following the code or 
name, or may be treated as a footnote. 

Those considering naming cultivars will benefit the hor-
ticultural community if they adopt one of the following 
courses of action: 

• Until final determination is made to distribute a culti-
var, use only a letter/number code (breeder's number) 
to identify it. Provide a cultivar epithet only when the 
plant is to be distributed, and (strongly recommended 
though not required, register the name with the ARS 
Plant Names Registrar). Registration provides a perma-
nent record of a plant's description and helps reduce 
confusion that results from duplication of names. In 
any event, please check a proposed cultivar epithet 
with the Plant Names Registrar to avoid duplicating a 
name already in use. 

• If a plant is not to be distributed, keep it under a breed-
er's number: Don't name that plant! 

References 
1. Brickell, C.D., et al. 2004. International Code of 

Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants (I.C.N.C.P. or 
Cultivated Plant Code). Seventh ed. International 
Society for Horticultural Science. 

2. Leslie, Alan C. 2006. Personal communication. 

Donald Voss is an economist by training and an active 
gardener with a scholarly interest in azaleas and rhododen-
drons. Don is an expert on the Robin Hill hybrid azaleas, 
and he currently volunteers at the herbarium of the US 
National Arboretum. 

Names and Epithets 
In common usage, a "name' provides a convenient way to refer to something—animal, vegetable, or mineral. It may be arbi-

trary descriptive, complimentary, or opprobrious. In the context of the Cultivated Plant Code, however, the word 'name has a 
restricted meaning and the word 'epithet" is introduced. The name of a cultivar (cultivated variety) consists of its botanical 
name (at least the genus) plus the cultivar epithet. Thus, Vamp's Red' (which in the vernacular we call a name) is technically the 
cultivar epithet for a plant named Rhododendron 'Camp's Red' or Rhododendron cumberlandense tamp's Red'. 
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Naming My Hybrids-101 
Joseph E. Schild, Jr. — Hixson, Tennessee 

In a previous issue of The Azalean, I wrote about my new 
azalea hybrid collection and submitted names with 

descriptions. This article will deal with the naming process 
and filling out the application for name registration. Most 
of us have given names to some of our hybrids without 
really thinking about how this may confuse or even con-
flict with the standards as defined by the International 
Cultivar Registration Authority (ICRA) for Rhododendron, 
which are administered in North America by the Registrar 
of Plant Names for the American Rhododendron Society 
(ARS), Mrs. Jay Murray, here in the United States. 

Be Selective First 
Before we dive into the basic standards, I encourage a 

look at what we propose to name. There are thousands of 
named cultivars, and a large number have never been 
officially registered. Too often our enthusiasm or love of 
one or more of our hybrids or a selected native specimen 
plant overwhelms the need to look at each plant objec-
tively to see if it really is a superior plant. There are many 
great plants in the trade, but there are also many that 
should never have been introduced or named. 

Recently I dug and destroyed 15 of my evergreen hybrids, 
because they all developed a high susceptibility to azalea 
petal blight, Ovulinia azaleae. Two of those plants 1 was 
hoping to name and introduce for their very low, mounding 
growth habit, small leaves, and very nice large flowers of 
copper-red. It was with a tear in my eye that I watched the 
fire consume them, but this was the right thing to do. 

Okay, enough sentimentality so I have developed, 
grown, tested, and evaluated an azalea for perhaps 10 to 
20 years, and now I think it is worthwhile to introduce, so 
what is the process for registering the name? It can be 
simple or difficult, depending upon my skill level in inter-
preting the instructions and application. The instruction 
sheet and application are accessible through the 
American Rhododendron Society Web site and down-
loadable as Adobe Reader pdf files (1), or may be request-
ed from the Registrar by mail (2). 

Be Careful with Naming 
Before I select a name, I must first do some homework. 

I write down a list of perhaps ten names that seem to fit 
my azalea. I look in all the reference material available to 
me such as Azaleas, by Fred C. Galle; The Azalea Book, by 
Frederic P Lee; and, The International Rhododendron 
Register and Checklist, Second Edition (if you can locate a 
copy), to see if the name or names have been used before. 
Keep in mind that plant names must meet the require-
ments of the International Code of Nomenclature for  

Cultivated Plants. Acceptance and approval is subject to 
the decision of the International Registrar. 

I ran afoul with one name I wanted to use, because it 
contained a species name, so I had to change it from 
'Cumberland Rose' to 'Cumberland Cheer'. Another name 
I wanted to use was already registered, so another change 
was needed, but two out of 15 was not bad for a first try. 

Filling in the Application 
Once I had the instructions and applications in hand, I 

studied them carefully to see what information was 
required. This makes some interesting reading on the 
cold winter days when my azaleas are sleeping. It is nec-
essary so that I may plan when to start collecting the data 
as the selected azalea starts to leaf out and bloom. It will 
be too late after the azalea is past bloom, or the blooms 
have peaked and are declining. 

"Planning is for dullards" is not a standard to be 
applied here, but often, nature will play tricks on me. In 
2003, I was hoping to write the descriptions, but we had 
one of the most overcast months of June in years with a 
resulting color shift in the blooms: All the colors shifted 
down from the usual vibrant colors to something near 
pastels, or as I call them, "sherbet colors." Since any pho-
tographs I would take under these conditions would not 
represent the true standard colors, 2004 would be the 
next opportunity to capture the beauty of the blooms. 

In June of 2004, I went a little crazy taking photographs and 
forgot I also needed to write down the information required 
for the descriptions. Call it an embarrassing senior moment 
or whatever, but things were delayed another year with only 
a little amount of information written. My copy of the RHS 
Colour Chart would stay in its protective box until 2005. 

For the details of what information is requested, please 
get the instruction sheet and application form, but here 
are just samples of items to supply: 

• Shape of typical flower trusses-five choices 
• Leaf shapes-15 choices 
• Leaf colors 
• Leaf measurements 
• Flower shape—from 10 choices, each requiring a 

description of the flowers and their color(s) 
• Corolla (flower) measurements 

All of these are illustrated in the instructions with infor-
mation on selection. Sending in a photograph is helpful 
to assist the Registrar in judging the accuracy of the writ-
ten descriptions. 
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I must also include what type of azalea mine is, ever-
green or deciduous, the date it was hybridized or collect-
ed, the date it was grown to first full flower, the date it was 
named, and with each registration application my name 
and address. There is a check box to indicate if the plant 
was grown from an ARS Seed Exchange Packet. Other 
data requested is the date and where any written descrip-
tion was published previously, by whom it is sold, and if 
photographs are available. I chose to send Mrs. Murray a 
copy of a CD-R with the digital photographic (jpg) files. 

The application instruction sheet has illustrations that do 
help in identifying the various flower parts and how to 
measure them. A 10-X hand lens helps to see leaf hairs, hairs 
on the flower parts, and glands if present. Measurements 
may be given in English or metric units, but stick with one 
throughout the description. When it comes to giving the 
cold hardiness of the flower buds and the shrub, you may 
use the Fahrenheit or Celsius scales. Height and habit of the 
azalea shrub must be entered, and the expected age at 
which it would (or did) reach those dimensions. 

At the end of the application, you may write in special 
characteristics of the azalea that may be important. The 
main object is to give the Registrar as much detail as possi-
ble in the limited space. If you happen to be more adven-
turous than me and you run out of room, attach a separate 
sheet. I chose to resurrect my old Royal 470 typewriter since 
my handwriting is not all that good, and the numerous 
applications of correction fluid almost embarrassed me. It 
is surprising how different a computer keyboard is from a 
typewriter. Perhaps I will upgrade my computer Adobe 
programs and be able to type directly into a pdf form page. 

Color Designation 
One of the most important factors in judging flowering 

plants is the color name used in the descriptions. The cur-
rent standards are the Royal Horticultural Society Colour 
Charts (RHSC, 3) and the Inter-Society Color Council-
National Bureau of Standards (ISCC-NBS). Both of these 
present some interesting problems, and we are very fortu-
nate to have Don Voss and others willing to assist in the 
color-naming process. If you can locate a copy of the book, 
A Contribution Toward Standardization of Color Names in 
Horticulture, by Robert D. Huse and Kenneth L. Kelly, edit-
ed by Donald H. Voss, 1984, it has the conversion charts 
from the RHS numbers to the ISCC-NBS color names. 

My article in the Summer 2005 issue of The Azalean 
was edited by Barbara Stump and Don Voss, and he 
inserted the ISCC-NBS color names for clarity. We all felt 
this was necessary, because the RHS Colour sheet names 
would have no meaning. You would think 'pink' is clear 
enough, but the charts have pink under the group name 
of Red-Purple, and I think most readers would be 
scratching their heads trying to figure out what that 
means. Don inserted Light Purplish Pink before the 
RHSC Number 68D that makes it clear. 

The RHS Colour Charts are expensive to purchase, but 
for the serious plant breeder they are necessary. The 2001 
edition also presented some major changes from the pre-
vious 1995 edition. Because the use of four-color printing 
process created color patch instability in the red-purple 
and blue ranges, and to improve the range in the dark 
purple and orange-red ranges, 76 new color sheets were 
added that utilize a letter 'N' prefix to designate those col-
ors that are inexact in comparison with the previous 
color charts. The information booklet with the 2001 RHS 
Colour Charts states, 'Any written references to these 
[new] colours must include the letter N." 

The color chart is formed into 221 sheets, grouped into 
four fans. Each numbered sheet has a group name, and 
four color patches A-D. A round hole centered in each 
patch allows you to compare the color patch with the 
color of the bloom parts or leaf top and bottom. Use the 
chart under northern light outside: typical indoor light-
ing is inappropriate. The fans should always be kept in 
the box to protect them from fading under full sun. 

Conclusion 
As you can see, if you intend to name an azalea and 

register it, do some homework, and then make sure the 
plant is worthy of a name. A very good friend has put off 
registering the names of several of his beautiful hybrids 
simply because he does not want to go to the trouble. I 
have been successful in convincing him to do it with my 
help, and I know many gardeners will desire these clones 
for their gardens. Though the plants are rhododendrons, 
with some having dinner-plate sized trusses, the process 
is the same. I just know there are some of you who have a 
secret plant with wonderful attributes needing a name, 
so do it and reward the rest of us. You will find many fine 
people in the ASA willing to help you. 

Joe Schild has been an avid grower, propagator, and 
breeder of azaleas for nearly 35 years. He has owned and 
operated a niche nursery specializing in the species for 
over 14 years. Joe is the founding president of the Tennessee 
Valley Chapter-ARS, and past president of the ASA. He says 
he is better known as an azalea nut and chases the natives' 
bloom each year with many fellow enthusiasts. He is a fre-
quent contributor to The Azalean. 
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Society Mews 
AS A Seed Ex 	getideliptes. 

Aaron Cook — Valdese, North Carolina 

At  the combined 2006 ASA/ARS Rockville Convention 
the ASA board of directors voted approval for an ASA 

seed exchange. Below are the guidelines for our seed 
exchange, and they are also shown on the ASA Web site 
(http://www.azaleas.org, then click on Seed in the main 
menu). 

Contributing Seed 
To assure proper identification of contributed seed, 

contributors should follow the instructions found by 1) 
downloading the simple (4KB) pdf file from the Web 
page, or 2) photocopying them from this article. Seed 
contributions will be accepted from ASA members and 
other sources throughout the year until December 15. 

The seed from each plant should be described using 
the following information: 

• Contributor's name 
• Seed parent name 
• Pollen parent name 
• Pollination type (c.w.—wild-collected; o.p.—open-

pollinated; or h.p.—hand-pollinated) 
• Where collected (geographic feature or town) 
• Notes 

If you have digital pictures of the parents, please e-mail 
them to Bob Stelloh (bstelloh@mac.com) with the plant 
name, date, and location, for each picture for posting on 
the Web linked to your seed information. 

Seed should be current-year production and cleaned. 
Put the cleaned seed from one plant into one paper enve-
lope with one completed form, and mail any number of 
these envelopes at once to: 

Aaron Cook 
ASA Seed Exchange 
804 Piedmont Ave 

Valdese, NC 28690-3161 

As seed is received, each packet will be sieved to 
remove chaff, stored, and the information from the form 
entered into a database. 

A notice will be printed in the Fall 2006 issue of The 
Azalean that the seed list will be posted online by January 
1st. The notice will also give the address from which to 
request a hard copy list of seed available. 

Seed will be shown on the Web on a seed list page, list-
ed alphabetically by seed parent name with all the infor- 

mation provided by the seed contributor, including links 
to any pictures. Each listing will start with a seed number. 

Placing Orders for Seed 
From January 1 until the end of February the following 

year, orders will be filled only for seed contributors or 
Azalea Society of America members. From March 1, 
orders will be filled for anyone. 

Use the seed number in the first column of the seed list 
to identify the seed on your order. You may order only 
one envelope of one seed number per order, although 
you may order any number of envelopes of different 
seeds. If the seed you ordered is not available, we will use 
our judgment to make a substitution, unless you list sug-
gested substitutions or tell us "no substitutions." 

Seed orders can be paid for with checks made out to 
"ASA" with "seed exchange" on the memo line, or by a cred-
it card payment through PayPal sent to paytheasa@aol.com  
with "seed exchange" in the accompanying e-mail. 

Payment must accompany the order. Refunds will not 
be made for less than $4.00. 

All seed will be packaged in #1 coin envelopes, and will 
cost $2.00 for approximately 50 seeds. Shipping and han-
dling will be an additional $3.00 for all the envelopes in 
one order. Seed orders will be sent by first class mail. 

Orders can be placed by e-mail to Aaron Cook 
(acook@cccti.edu) or by a letter addressed to: 

Aaron Cook 
ASA Seed Exchange 
804 Piedmont Ave 

Valdese NC 28690-3161 

All seed not distributed before the convention will be 
brought to the next annual convention and offered for 
sale there. 

Aaron Cook, an ASA board of directors member since 
2005, is a biology and horticulture instructor at both 
Caldwell and Maryland community colleges. He earned his 
BS in biology and MS in biology education at Appalachian 
State University in Boone, North Carolina. He did his grad-
uate research on the genetics of the rare Linville Gorge 
plant Hudsonia montana. He is an active member in the 
North Carolina Nature Conservancy, Sierra Club, ARS, ASA, 
and the International Plant Propagators Society. 
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Oconee, Chapter 
Frank Bryan, Newsletter Editor 

The June newsletter was a thorough description of the 
fine private gardens that chapter members opened to the 
public for a tour in May. The gardens of Dr. Joe and 
Donna Coleman, Michael Vuocolo, Ruth and Frank 
Bryan were listed on the tour. A fourth garden, that of 
Joan Adcock, was, according to Bryan, one of the best-
kept secrets of the Oconee Chapter. 

The Coleman garden was on tour for both ASA con-
ventions that were held in the Atlanta area and was 
described in the Winter 2002 issue of The Azalean. A few 
notes from Joe about his garden since then: "The newest 
area of the garden is the Huang azalea-Dept rhododen-
dron-deciduous Northern Lights series area that extends 
down the river bank. This promises to add a lot of color 
and extend the bloom period. Goals for 2006—eliminate 
my garden pests, poison ivy and Smilax among them. 
Work on my grafting technique. Analysis: Some things 
are worthwhile...others are not and should be eliminat-
ed! The curse of the collector, you want them all and will 
never achieve that goal. So, get it over with, and begin 
selecting the best, and remove those that don't measure 
up! Not easy when your favorites change every year! 
Spectacular this year...the MacDonald azaleas and 
natives 'Keowee Sunset', 'Millie Mac', late R. speciosum 
'Orange Sherbet'." 

Vuocolo's garden was on tour for the joint ARS/ASA 
convention in 2002. This 15-acre 22-year-old garden con-
tinues to evolve as he adds new shrubs, trees, and flow-
ers. A unique feature is the two-story metal tower that 
provides a birds-eye view of the variations in textures, 
forms, heights, and colors in his garden. His azalea col-
lections include over 2,000 varieties of evergreen azaleas 
and 250 deciduous varieties, plus rhododendrons and 
camellias. 

The Bryans' 5-acre property is located in an area where 
tall pines dominate the terrain. Their collections include 
approximately 3,000 azaleas, with more than 500 species 
and cultivars representing 55 evergreen hybrid groups. 
Ten percent are deciduous azaleas, including 65 different 
species or hybrid cultivars. Rhododendron alabamense, 
R. arborescens, R. atlanticum, R. austrinum, R. canescens, 
and hybrid deciduous azaleas provide seasonal fra-
grance. The native azaleas bloom from late March to 
September, with skips due to the bloom-time character-
istics of the various species. There are approximately 50 
groupings that contain 10 or more of the same evergreen 
cultivar throughout the yard. These provide accents of 
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white, pink, purple, and red in specific areas or garden 
rooms. Bloom time for the evergreens begins in February 
(unless there are late frosts), peaks the second to third 
week in April, and continues into May and June with the 
Robin Hill hybrids and Satsuki. The Encores bloom again 
from September until frost. 

According to Frank, Joan Adcock's garden contains 
probably the largest collection of native azaleas in a pri-
vate garden in the country. There are 5,000-6,000 native 
azaleas, primarily R. flammeum (Oconee azalea) at this 
site. There is also a separate area for R. prunifolium 
(Plumleaf azalea), which bloom later in the season. The 
majority of these were obtained by digging—with per-
mission—on properties within a 50-mile radius. The 
Oconee azaleas bloom in many tints and shades of 
orange, yellow, red, salmon, apricot, peach, and pink, 
and some appear lavender from a distance. 

Tri,--State, Chapter 
Larry Millei; President 

During the April 28-29 weekend Indianapolis Azalea 
Garden Tour, we were honored to host the Great Lakes 
Chapter of the ASA and the Midwest Chapter of the 
American Rhododendron Society. In addition, Buddy 
Lee, national ASA president, drove up from Louisiana. 

After Saturday's tour of the Historic Preservation Area, 
the Sievers Garden at Sunrise Park, and Holly Hills, we 
had a successful silent auction, a buffet, and fine Power 
Point presentations by Paul Bouseman and Buddy Lee at 
Oak Meadow. We were lucky with our itinerary to miss the 
scattered showers. Sunday we toured gardens at the 
Sievers residence, Ken and Jeanne Brown's, the Zoo and 
Botanic Garden and Azalea Path, and Steve and Beverly 
Knight's residence and nursery near Hazelton. 

Thanks to Tim Dodd for conducting the historic down-
town tour and contributing to the auction, along with the 
Browns, Greg Wedding, Becky and Steve Nellis, and Paul 
Bouseman. Thanks to Arlene Sievers for making a long 
trip to be on hand. And thanks to Steve Schroeder for 
being so generous with his time and knowledge. He was 
clearly held in awe by most of the attendees, fans of the 
legendary Schroeder hybrids. 

The weekend was a success. It seemed to be such a suc-
cess that we have been asked to host a national ASA con-
vention soon. I very much want to do it. 



Vaisvi, Chapter 
John Brown, Secretary 

At the May 28th meeting at the Bullington Horticultural 
Learning Center, member Aaron Cook presented a tour 
of the 2005 and 2006 ASA conventions in digital format. 
We were able to get a glimpse of most of the gardens and 
stopping points along the way. The 2005 convention was 
held in Holland, Michigan, just at the end of the town's  

annual Tulip Festival. The recent Rockville, Maryland, 
convention gave us access to private and public gardens 
near our nation's capital. Aaron's skill with a camera 
brought us close to the essence of the gardens, nurseries, 
people, and plants in both conventions. Bill Pinkerton 
sent 'Clara Haler' plants for each attendee. 

The topic of the June 18 meeting was "Cutting 
Exchange and Propagation," and horticulturist Aaron 
Cook led the roundtable discussion and demonstrations. 

Fine New- Mewebersb— A New Way 
John Brown — Cleveland, South Carolina 

A member of our Society heard President Buddy Lee 
..saying that we are an aging Society. He also heard 
the discussions—heard every year—that all plant 
groups have declining memberships; most are declining 
while we are hanging even. Running around in the back 
of his head were comments about "the same people are 
at every meeting." He listened as treasurer Bob Stelloh 
said over and over, "Our problem is not dollars, it is 
membership. Increasing membership solves money 
problems." 

The final blow came when someone described the var-
ious conditions of the people eligible to join our group. 
"The very young have time but little money; the middle 
aged group have some money but are tied up in careers; 
the older folks have both time and money and come to 
meetings; and, every year our average age is almost one 
year older." 

He came up with a simple solution to all of the prob-
lems listed above. By approaching a faculty member at a 
local community college and offering—to selected stu-
dents—a gift membership to the Society ($20), he is 
bringing five young people into the Society for $100 for a 
year. 

This member of our group wishes to remain anony-
mous, but issues this challenge: Skip a night on the town, 
or however you spend extra money, go to your local col-
lege and solicit five young, bright, energetic, interested 
students and bring them into your Chapter. See just how 
good it makes you feel and compare that to a fleeting 
night on the town. 

Since this idea was floated at the Rockville Convention, 
at least one other member has already given student 
memberships to the Society. In more ways than one, we 
are younger with each gift. 

erookisiide, gardens 
Bob Stelloh — Hendersonville, North Caroliona 

Brookside Gardens Chapter helped us all, tremendous-
by co-hosting the recent convention in Rockville, 

Maryland, with a number of chapters of the American 
Rhododendron Society. Congratulations for an excellent-
ly planned and executed convention! 

The chapter then outdid themselves by making a $5000 
unrestricted donation to ASA. The amount is impressive, 
and the lack of restrictions means the board of directors  

can decide how best to use the money. For example, they 
could vote to pay the operating expense shortfall we 
expect to have this year and to help pay for printing our 
new color membership brochure. 

Many thanks, Brookside Gardens Chapter, for your 
excellent work and your generous gift, and for setting 
such an excellent example of what an Azalea Society of 
America chapter can do! 

The Azalean / Summer 2006 • 39 



chapter Dtte,s.  
Bob Stelloh —ASA Treasurer 

Following our long-standing chapter dues-sharing 
arrangement, each year our national organization 

sends the chapters a $5 portion of the annual dues for 
most of their members. (Dues for the very early life mem-
bers were shared on a one-time basis.) On May 14, 2006, 
the Board of Directors voted to stop those chapter pay-
ments after the first five years of the chapter's existence. 
The change is effective immediately. 

Some of the thinking behind the change was: 
• Chapters are in a position to raise money in other ways, 

such as plant sales, while the national organization has 
no way to raise money other than dues and gifts. 

• Money is likely to be more important to chapters in 
the early years of their development. 

• Over the past several years our national operating 
expenses have exceeded our income by about the 
same amount as the chapter share of the dues. 

• Over those same several years the chapters have gra-
ciously made up our operating expense shortfalls in 
response to periodic pleas for help. 

Three good things have happened since that change 
was voted. One is that Brookside Gardens Chapter sent a 
$5,000 unrestricted gift to national, which will help meet 
our operating expense shortfalls for a number of years. 
Another is an agreement with one of our advertisers in 
The Azalean to provide 500 gift memberships to garden 
writers. This major increase in memberships would 
reduce our expense per member enough to turn our 
operating expense shortfall into a profit. 

Finally, we will be proposing a by-laws change to be 
voted at our next annual meeting that would allow the 
dues in excess of $25 from Contributing, Supporting, and 
Endowment members to be used for operating expenses 
if needed, rather than only and always being added to our 
Endowment Reserve. 

It would be good to discuss this at your chapter meet-
ings, to better prepare your chapter president for any 
future discussions of this important topic. 

ASA 2007 National Convention 

Azaleas in the Pines  — 
A Texas Garden Party 

Thursday, March 29 — Sunday, April 1, 2007 
The Fredonia Hotel & Convention Center, Nacogdoches, Texas 

Tours of gardens and nurseries in Nacogdoches, Tyler, and East Texas, including the largest 
azalea garden in Texas -- the Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden on the campus of 

Stephen F. Austin State University. Evening lectures on azalea care and garden design. 
Visit www.nacogdochesazaleas.com  for conference information. 

Hotel Reservations 
A group rate of $79 is available for conference attendees. When making reservations, ask 

for the National Azalea Society group rate. For reservations call 800-594-5323 or 936-564-1234. 
For information about Nacogdoches visit www.visitnacogdoches.org. 

Nacoadoches.. A 
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Two Ate r girarctitzakzu 
Jeff Forinash — Geneva, Ohio 

Girard Nurseries is pleased to 
release two brand new azaleas, 

'Girard Caitlin' and 'Girard 
Constance' for the 2006 season. 
Unfortunately 'Girard Caitlin' was 
Peter Girard Jr.'s last azalea selection. 
Following in the family tradition of 
founder Peter Girard, Sr., these new 
azaleas were named for his grand-
daughters. As with most Girard azal-
eas, these new evergreen azaleas are 
very compact-growing and require 
very little pruning, just a slight trim-
ming each year. 

'Girard Caitlin' is an extremely 
heavy bloomer, with flowers covering 
the entire plant. Delicate ruffled-
looking flowers are an apple-blossom 
pink with a darker pink edge around 
the white centers. The stamens stand 
out, filling the center of the flowers. 

Evergreen 	azalea 	'Girard 
Constance' is a beautiful hose-in-
hose ruffled bright salmon pink 
flower. This azalea has the same great 
characteristics as many of the Girard 
azalea line: compact growing, good 
foliage, and heavy blooming. Plants 
may be ordered directly from the 
nursery (see ad on p.44). E-mail con-
tact for the nursery is: 
gira rd n urseries@suite224.net  

Jeff Forinash of Girard Nurseries is 
third-generation nurseryman and 
family member. Jeff has been propa-
gating and grafting plants, and 
designing gardens for over 30 years. 
He is excited to be introducing these 
two new evergreen azaleas and to 
continue the Girard azalea line. 
(Photos by Caroline Girard.) 

Top Photo: 'Girard Caitlin' 

Bottom Photo: 'Girard Contance" 



Istete-Mattberr 
ned the Society as of July 14, 2006. 

At-large Members 
Fred Allen 
6 Sweetfern Lane 
Harwich, MA 02645 
508-801-3058 
preventivemedicine@onemain.com  

Acquisitions Department— 
Serials 
NCSU Libraries 
Campus Box 7111 
Raleigh, NC 27695-7111 

Janice Anderson 
4650 Old Wetumpka Hwy 
Montgomery, AL 36110 
334-409-0005 

Bayou Bend Collection and 
Gardens 
PO Box 6826 
Houston, TX 77265 

P J. Beumer 
5850 Central Plank Road 
Wetumpka, AL 36092 
334-514-7960 

Karen Bohman 
21 Greenleaf Drive 
Wetumpka, AL 36092 
334-514-0040 
kbclogger@elmore.rr.com  

Nancy Bowen 
8570 Vintage Woods Drive 
Mobile, AL 36619 
251-634-0949 
njbowen@bellsouth.net  

Emma Frank Bowers 
401 2nd Ave N 
Clanton, AL 35045 
205-755-1110 
robertlbowers@bellsouth.net  

Karen Chambless 
3460 Dog River Road 
Theodore, AL 36582 
251-443-6230 
kamblessed@aol.com  

Blair Cox 
4719 Old Leeds Road 
Birmingham, AL 35213 
205-951-2998 

Mrs. Linda B. Denison 
3467 Ella Lee Lane 
Houston, TX 77027 
713-621-3258 
lindadenison@houston.rr.com  

Marion Drummond 
155 Fenwick Road 
Mobile, AL 36608 
251-380-9247 
mbgl@bellsouth.net  

The following 119 members joi 
Tara Eastland 
3730 Piping Rock Road 
Houston, TX 77027 
713-960-8530 
tgeastland@aol.com  

Carolyn Fox 
6909 Cherry Creek Drive 
Montgomery, AL 36117 
334-277-7282 
carolynf@rsa.state.al.us  

Jim Gardiner 
Woking, Surrey GU236QA 
United Kingdom 01483-224419 
jimgardiner1@virgin.net  

Angela Garthright 
445 River Oaks Drive 
Wetumpka, AL 36092 
334-567-8925 
amgg@isp.com  

Gregory Georgiou 
27 Hastings Road 
Kendall Park, NJ 08824 
reddog026@g ma i I .co m 

Sandra Gilley 
628 Westcott Drive 
Wetumpka, AL 36093-1449 
334-514-7450 
sgilleys@bellsouth.net  

Mrs. Tom L. (Bitsey) Hail 
5515 Sauve Lane 
Houston, TX 77056-1219 

Laraine Hofmann 
103 Keplar Place 
Fairhope, AL 36532 
251-928-3411 
keithdhofmann@yahoo.com  

Michael P. & Stephanie A. 
Holway 

207 Sweetbriar Lane 
Prattville, AL 36067-1935 
leaddog@knology.net  

James Huggins 
21 Orange Avenue 
Fairhope, AL 36532 
251-928-9425 
hugjim@bellsouth.net  

Blake Jones 
793 Lee Road 
Cairo, GA 31728 
228-872-8136 

Jane Lee 
823 Little John Lane 
Houston, TX 77024 
jshaplee@aol.com  

Greg Lund 
1350 Loftin Drive 
Auburn, AL 36830  

334-887-5938 
zanelund@bellsouth.net  

Donnie Mims 
9401 Greythome Way 
Montgomery, AL 36117 
334-271-3857 

Dottie Moore 
155 Valley View Court 
Wetumpka, AL 36093 
334-514-2240 

Lisa Opielinski 
3727 Spearman Drive 
Hoover, AL 35216 
205-444-9988 
kennalan@hgtradio.net  

Kathy Plieu 
770 Co. Rd 543 
Verbena, AL 36091 
205-755-8525 

Carroll Robertson Ray 
3036 Locke Lane 
Houston, TX 77019 

Kimberly L Ryals 
1245 Emerald Mtn Pkwy 
Wetumpka, AL 36093 
334-567-2002 
diddysgirI411@yahoo.com  

Leo & Dolores Sandmann 
26 Grayrock Road 
Trumbull, CT 06611-3306 
203-261-6057 

Eva Shaw, PhD 
1758 Yourell 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 
760-434-6445 
evashaw@concentric.net  

Shirley Spearin 
501 Cation Creek Drive #606 
Gulf Shores, AL 36542 
251-967-4554 

Ed Sturdivant 
2 Grandview Street 
North Wilkesboro, NC 28659 
336-838-1964 
ed.sturdivant@ecmd.com  

Ginger & Lee Willcoxon 
6406 Halcyon Drive 
Montgomery, AL 36117 
334-271-3447 

Alabamense Chapter 
Doug Chapman 
920 E Washington Street 
Athens, AL 35611 
256-777-1645 

R. Winston Williams, MD. 
413 Darby Avenue  

Sheffield, AL 35660 
256-383-8806 

Dallas Chapter 
Bart Brechter 
23106 Postwood Oaks Drive 
Spring, TX 77373 
281-821-9198 
bbrechter@mfah.org  

Jo Ann Smith 
190 North Bay Drive 
Bullard, TX 75757-9396 
903-825-9220 
johofrsa@aol.com  

Lake Michigan Chapter 
Joni Johnson 
322 Douglas Drive 
Brooklyn, WI 53521 
608-239-6739 
orchidlady@charter.net  

Louisiana Chapter 
Charlotte S. Baham 
5610 Pembrook Drive 
New Orleans, LA 70131 
504-392-3084 

Sandy Baham 
42601 Victoria Drive 
Hammond, LA 70403 
985-542-0560 
sandybaham@bellsouth net 

Rusty Batty 
21454 Koop Drive Suite 1D 
Mandeville, LA 70471 
985-875-2635 
rbatty@agctr.1su.edu  

John C. & Jane Beale, Jr 
12 Dauterive Court 
Kenner, LA 70065 
504-469-5862 

Deborah Bechtel 
232 Kayla Drive 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 
318-357-4233 

Candy G. Blue 
801 Northwest Avenue 
McComb, MS 39648 
601-249-2120 
bluekats@bellsouth.net  

Denise Broussard 
153 Emma Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70503 
337-234-2611 
akbroussard@aoicom 

Jean Claire Cleveland 
75290 River Road 
Covington, LA 70435 
985-892-1179 
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Walter Cochran Carmel Foret Candace Kay JoAnn Pugh 
236 Cochran Road 13455 Lynnwood 510 Walker Drive 127 Acadian Drive 
Rayville, LA 71269-7414 Hammond, LA 70403 Houma, LA 70364 Lafayette, LA 70503 
318-728-3084 985-386-0354 985-873-8007 337-233-6004 
cochranwalter@aol.com  mgcarmel@charter.net  Margaret Kemp joannpugh@hotmail.com  

Jackie Conyer Diane Frank 122 Hardwood Court Jeanne Puroy 
895 Village Drive 101 Bailey Estates Drive Many, LA 71449 7176A Cemetary Highway 
Zwolle, LA 71486 Belle Chasse, LA 70037 318-256-9793 St. Martinville, LA 70582 
318-645-7156 504-392-3192 mmkemp@aol.com  337-394-8131 
jrconyer@bellsouth.net  pdfrank@earthlin k. net  Jackie W. Ladatto jibjeanne@yahoo.com  

Andrea J. Cooper Ressie & James B. Freeman 8543 Wates Edge Avenue Wayne Rebelle 
929 Village Drive 4057 Enterprise Road Baker, LA 70714 3215 Main Street 
Zwolle, LA 71486 Summit, MS 39666 225-774-0491 Port Allen, LA 70767 
318-645-4464 601-684-7415 jackiel13@cox.net  225-343-8124 
hawghvn@bellsouth.net  Richard Frigault Leon Macha kwrebelle@netzero.com  

Iris Cooper 9428 Citrus Lane Greenleaf Nursery Co. Emily Rembert 
219 South Live Oak Apt. A River Ridge, LA 70123 262 FM 2674 401 South Cherry Street 
McComb, MS 39648 504-737-9490 El Campo, TX 77437 McComb, MS 39648 
504-270-4925 frigaultr@hotma i I .com 979-543-6891 601-249-2055 
icooper@enterprise-journal.com  Gracie Furlow leon_macha@ erembert@telapex.com  

Cindy C. Courville 115 Sanders Drive greenleafnursery.com  Debbie Robichaux 
206 Rue Massie Many, LA 71449 Russel & Sandy Madere 105 Hammer Drive 
Broussard, LA 70518 318-256-9147 61065 Doe Run Drive Houma, LA 70364 
337-837-5203 Sue Gerald Amite, LA 70422 985-872-3880 
Icourville@cox.net  29276 Highway 1070 985-748-5176 crobichauxl@sw.rr.com  

Ellen Couvillion Franklinton, LA 70438 rusmadere@aol.com  Brenda Rogondie 
9965 Kinglet Drive 985-848-5347 Lois Manuel 10327 Rustic Oak Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 Shirley R. Giambelluea 1003 Greenbriar Road Baton Rouge, LA 70810 
225-293-0426 4701 N Turnbull Drive Lafayette, LA 70503 225-769-2991 

Louis & Lucy Cundiff Metairie, LA 70002 337-856-2300 Bill Rountree 
34372 Highway 1055 504-888-0744 Jacqueline Martin 1525 Rosemont Drive 
Mount Hermon, LA 70450 Mrs. Opal P. Graves 1162 Johnny Forrest Road Baton Rouge, LA 70808 
985-877-4407 311 Franklin Street Summit, MS 39666 225-924-4099 
lacnot@ea rth I i n k.net  Marlville, MS 39653 601-276-7380 Judy Sorgnier 
Elizabeth Colvin Denton 601-384-2929 jacbyrd 1 5@ya hoo.com  449 Hwy 308 
10772 Jacock Road Harriet Green Raymond McGuire Thibodaux, LA 70301 
St. Francisville, LA 70775 205 Erwin Apt 5 1746 Front Street 985-447-1996 
225-635-4756 Thibodaux, LA 70301 Cottonport, LA 71327 Lane & Carol Stephenson 
littlemissmuffi n1 1 gyahoo.co harrigreen@yahoo.com  318-876-3797 1064 Pine Cone Lane 
Versa L. Dore Sheila Gremillion Irene McLaughlin Summit, MS 39666 
5217 CViator Road 8848 Highway 114 31445 Carolyn Lane 601-276-6172 
New Iberia, LA 70560-8774 Cottonport, LA 71327 Lacombe, LA 70445 laneandcaro12@bellsouth.net  
337-364-9144 318-985-2306 985-882-6027 June Taffard 
versadore@classicnet.net  

Herb & Gabrielle Hebert Dr. Wayne J. McLaurin 141 W Silver Maple Drive 
Mary Elliott 719 Evergreen Drive 6365 Owl Roost Road Slidell, LA 70458 
41038 S Range Road New Iberia, LA 70563 Long Beach, MS 39560 985-781-0891 
Ponchatoula, LA 70454 337-365-2588 228-452-0717 cptjpt@yahoo.com  
985-386-0709 gabriellelhebert@hotmail.com  wmcla u ri@uga.edu  Martha & Larry Tausch 
ma rymcc@bellsouth.net  

Susan Talbot Hoffmann Jeanell Menard 18072 Hickory Ridge Trail 
Ginny & David England 602 E 1st Street 361 Bayou Tortue Loranger, LA 70446 
401 Section Avenue Thibodaux, LA 70301 Broussard, LA 70518 985-878-4375 
Rayne, LA 70578 985-446-9105 me na rd rj jt@a ol.com  Leon Taylor 
337-393-2285 sthoffmann@mac.com  Dick Moore Greenleaf Nursery 
england57@afo.net  

Nancy Holmes PO Box 1687 27242 E. 818 Road 
Linda Finley 1070 Rollingwood Drive McComb, MS 39649 Welling, OK 74471 
4101 Mary Ann Lane Summit, MS 39666 601-684-6763 918-456-5786 
Lake Charles, LA 70605 601-276-7323 rcm505@bellsouth.net  leon_taylor@greenleafnursery.com  
337-477-5406 max28@telepaknet Alice A. Normand Lou K. Taylor 
Brenda B. Fleniken Bonnie LaBorde Johnson 16283 Brown Road 500 Audubon Drive 
2929 Hwy 481 4429 Jasper Street Baker, LA 70714 Ruston, LA 71270 
Mansfield, LA 71052 Metairie, LA 70006-2825 225-261-8832 318-251-1790 
318-872-1743 504-736-2855 Ioukt@att.net  
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Jo Thompson 
2377 Ojea Road 
Lake Charles, LA 70615 
337-582-6523 
boththompsons@yahoo.com  

Judy Touchstone 
1040 Chesten Rueve Road 
McComb, MS 39648 
601-684-8776 
judy5touchstone@yahoo.com  

Susan Tuten 
132 rue Pavie 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 
318-357-0211 

Deborah B. Vinson 
PO Box 116 
Summit, MS 39666 
601-276-3272 
vinsondeb@hotmail.com  

Marguerite Voorhies 
150 Twin Oaks Boulevard 
Lafayette, LA 70503 
337-234-8666 
mbvoorhies@cox.net  

Bev Walsh 
1030 Pinehurst Place 
McComb, MS 39648 
601-684-9617 
diverbev@hotmail com 

Janice Waterman 
20058 River Crest Drive 
Hammond, LA 70403 
985-345-5861 

Ruby B. Wise 
1353 Couchwood Road 
Cotton Valley, LA 71018 
318-371-0225 
rebellady95@aol.com  

Rita Wood 
53613 Jim Stuart Road 
Angie, LA 70426 
985-848-5910 

Northern Virginia Chapter 
Nancy E. Burton 
4704 Randolph Drive 
Annandale, VA 22003 
703-941-9777 
nebulessl@earthlink.net  

Vaseyi Chapter 
Joe & Mary Ann Calia 
180 Calico Lake Drive 
Brevard, NC 28712 
828-883-4935 
calicol @citcom.net  

David Updike 
1511Cedar Lane 
Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Lynn Van Buren 
11 Greystone Drive 
Hendersonville, NC 28792 
828-692-3032 
vanburen@mindspring.com  

Wanted New Editor for The Azalean 
Opening: Part-time paid position to edit four quarterly issues of The Azalean, the journal of the Azalea Society of America, 
with a circulation of 800-1300. 

Timing: To begin to work with existing editor as soon as possible, to take over completely with the Winter 2006 issue 
(approximately October 2006). 

Editor's Responsibilities: Collecting articles from authors, within the Society and at-large; organizing articles into issues; 
editing articles and acquiring expert opinions as needed; overseeing and/or doing page layout; communicating with article 
referees; and overseeing the printing and distribution processes. Organizing all parts of the process in order to produce an 
edition of The Azalean each quarter. The content of the journal must be of interest to a broad range of readers, from begin-
ning gardeners to experienced horticulturists. 

Required Skills: Management and organizational skills are necessary. The editor must be familiar with desktop computer 
publishing and must have an interest in azaleas. The editor should be proficient in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Must 
have excellent interpersonal skills when soliciting articles and suggesting editorial revisions to authors. 

Other Important Skills, Qualities: Must be a disciplined, responsible self-starter who is also willing to recruit potential 
authors. Must be willing to write articles on occasion. 

Useful Skills: Good working knowledge of horticultural terms. Editorial experience is desirable, as are excellent skills with 
word processing, digital imaging software, and/or desktop publishing programs. Examples would be Microsoft Word, Adobe 
PhotoShop, and Adobe In-design, respectively. Working knowledge of production printing process is very useful. 

Other responsibilities: This position reports to, and is a member of, the ASA board of directors and attends all official 
meetings, including the annual convention. 

For more information: E-mail or call the ASA president, Buddy Lee at robert03asa@yahoo.com  or 985-878-3567 

Corrections 

We regret the following errors that need correction: 

In the Winter 2005 issue Table of Contents, Joseph E. Schild, Jr. was incorrectly given as the author of the article,"A Capital Adventure--Joint ARS/ASA 
Convention May 12-15, 2006."This article was written by the convention committee and therefore should not have been given one author's name. 

The Azalea Mail-List address is azaleas@yahoogroups.com  and has been since 2003. 

Two corrections to the 2005 Roster: 

Ted Lockwood, PO Box 1191, Weston CT, 06883, 203-227-7650 
	

Albert Paolini, PO Box 1093, Redding Center CT, 06875-1093,203-268-3125 

lockwoodg reen house@sbcglobal.net  
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