Figure 4—Azalea Lace Bug Susceptible Cultivars
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cal, chemical, and possibly even genetic differences between
these plants in order to determine which of these factors con-
tribute to the preference or non-preference by azalea lace
bugs. With a better understanding of these processes, we
could also attempt to transfer some of the resistance seen in
certain cultivars to susceptible ones through breeding. This
would allow azalea enthusiasts to maintain diverse collec-
tions of pest-free cultivars that can be attractive to both in-
sects and humans.

Grant Kirker is a USDA-ARS Research Entomologist.
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