
spindly, take a sharp knife or razor blade and remove the 
center growth bud before the new growth begins. Too much 
low shade causes this. With a little sunlight the plants will 
nearly shape themselves and you get more blooms. Plant in 
a well drained, sandy, heavy humus soil, or top with a few 
inches of forest humus, a little peat moss, or "perlite." I have 
used both or all three for better results. 

I am not a taxonomist, but have studied the living 
plants and have separated our native species of the eastern 
rhododendrons and azaleas. There is still much to be done, 
and there are yet some to be separated. Each species has many 
variations, and I think Linnaeus gave us the best system yet 
worked out, and a beautiful conversation subject. I still think 
Michaux, Gray, and Rehder were right in separating into 
three separate species, these three lepidote rhododendrons. 

New- Members 
At Large 
	

Louisiana 
Anita & Doug Burke 
	

Marjorie Dubea 

34 Old Colony Rd 
	

P.O. Box 1277 
Toronto, ONT M2L 258 
	

St. Francisville. LA 70775 

Ken Duncan 	 Belva Hines 
3 Shadwell Place 	 23529 E. Bell Rd. 
Don Mills. Ontario. Canada 	Amite. LA 70422 
M3B IJ4 

Oconee 
Saundra P. Files 	 Thomas M. Rodgers 
806 S. Lumina Ave. 	 P.O. Box 725467 
Wrightsville Beach. NC 28480 

	
Atlanta. GA 31139-9467 

Torch was picked up and kept flaming 
In the late 1980s and early 1990s John T. Thornton, 

Lloyd Cotton, and Robert E "Buddy" Lee picked up 
the torch from Coleman. While studying and researching 
American native rhododendrons, the group reported: 

Airlie Gardens 
300 Airlie Road 
Wilmington, NC 28403 

Emil V. Watson 
1995 Grassey Dreek Rd. 
Copperhill, TN 37317 

"We found a large population of R. alabamense 
Rehder growing along the Big Flat Creek in Monroe 
County. These plants seemed to be much taller growing 
than the type form of R. alabamense from Northern 
Alabama. Many plants were more than 15 feet tall with 
five inch diameter trunks. Flowering occurs after new 
growth. Flower or petal colors were white to pink with 
yellow-orange blotch. The blotches seemed to be more 
pronounced than in the type form. The flowers were 
extremely fragrant. We often could smell the flowers 
before we could find them. Some plants had flowers 
with heavy substance and may be polyploid." 

'Maypink' 
In the early 50s, Coleman had found and propagated 

a late blooming native azalea thought to be a variant of R. 
alabamense. He named it `Maypink'. In the 1990s, Steve 
Yeatts with Bob Stevens began searching for colonies of the 
late blooming R. alabamense in the coastal plain of Alabama. 
They found a big colony near Owassa. Yeatts, along with 
other fellow searchers, collected samples of those plants and 
had their DNA analyzed by the University of Washington. 
`Maypink' proved to be a tetraploid, whereas R. alabamense 
is a diploid. To honor the man who first publicized its unique 
qualities this rhododendron was named R. colemanii. 

As Coleman said: "In closing, I may ask what are the 
rewards of such an undertaking. I suppose they vary with 
the individual. I doubt that fame or money would ever be the 
aim." 

Tadeusz Dauksza is a member Lake Michigan Chapter. His 
e-mail address is iltkyao@sbcglobal.net. 

Wayne & Mary Ann Glenn 
2605 Hidden Valley Dr 
Little Rock, AR 72212-3519 

Charlotte A. Orr 
2480 SW County Rd 769 
Arcadia. FL 34266-8569 

Tim Perkins 
PO Box 613 
Ft. Ogden. FL 34267 

Larry Wallace 
1046 Crescentville Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45246-4809 

Gayle Ward 
5500 Woodland Trace 
Wilmington. NC 28409-5212 

Dale Ziglar 
709 Woodrow Street 
PO Box 317 
Columbia. SC 29205 

Call for Articles 
The Azalean needs articles about azaleas, their 

care, and their use in the landscape. Articles should be 
submitted as Microsoft Word documents. Illustrations 
are highly encouraged. 

Submit articles to: 	Pam Fitch; Editor, The 
Azalean; P.O. Box 632537; Nacogdoches, TX 75963 or 
e-mail:theazalean@gmail.com.  

Southern California 
Arthur Knowles. Jr. 
431 W. Foothill Blvd. 
Arcadia. CA 91006-2213 

Andrea Miranda 
5236 Kester Ave. Apt. 8 
Sherman Oaks. CA 91411 

Stephen Morgan 
5325 Brighton Drive 
Riverside. CA 92504-1307 

Texas 
Ali Campbell 
High Caliper Growing Systems 
115 N.W. 44th Street 
Oklahoma City. OK 73118 

Vaseyi 
Dick Bir 
399 Grove Street 
Brevard. NC 28712 
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