Azalea Research: Matching Gifts
By Jim Thornton, ARF Chairman

We want to keep you apprised and aware of the activities
of the Azalea Research Foundation (ARF), including ways
to help you best make a donation and become a part of
making this new endeavor successful. The last few issues of
The Azalean featured a message on how you can contribute
to the research fund and, well, here’s another method. But
before [ get ahead of myself, let me for the sake of new
members reiterate the history and purpose of the ARF.

[t all started when some azaleaphiles had the hair-brained
idea to start a ““society” because they believed the “Royalty
of the Garden” should be among the much cherished
plants of the horticultural world. Thus, in 1977, the Azaleca
Society of America was incorporated and became a non-
profit organization devoted to the culture, propagation, and
appreciation of the azalea!

In part, our objectives include the contribution to
scientific advancement in this area of horticulture. For years,
we had members with the “lofty” vision of a foundation

that would help fund azalea research. But it wasn’t until the
2009 convention that the Azalea Research Foundation was
officially approved and became a standing committee.

You too can become a visionary member of the Society
by making a contribution to the ARF, and here’s one way to
do it make your money multiply!

Many companies offer “Matching Gift” programs for
both active and retired employees. Simply put, it’s a program
that companies make available to employees who support
viable non-profit organizations, such as ours. Options vary
from company to company. Some will double your donation
amount while other may even triple it. With $25 to $1000’s
available in matching contributions, it’s something to look
into when you decide to donate to this “lofty” cause.

If you go online and search for “matching gifts,” you’ll
see lists of companies that have such programs. Or call your
company’s human resource or payroll department to inquire
about the availability of such a program. Participating
companies will provide you with a form to complete and
submit to the ASA. We’ll do the rest!
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