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President’s Letter

Rick Bauer—Yorktown, Virginia

As I write this letter, we’re in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. This
continues to be a difficult time, more so for some than others. I hope that all of
you are following the advice of our health organizations and keeping your social
distance and washing your hands. The most immediate impact of COVID-19
on our Society was the cancelling of the Houston ASA convention. Having co-
sponsored a convention in the past, I know how much work goes into planning.
We thank the members of the Texas Chapter for all the work they put into planning
the convention and we’re sorry we couldn’t visit you in Houston.

The decision to cancel the convention was made shortly before the scheduled
start as the COVID19 situation in Houston worsened quickly. Some members
had already started their travels when the decision was made to cancel. Dan and
Joanne Neckel from the Northern Virginia Chapter were already in Texas at the
time of cancellation. As the old saying goes, they “made lemonade out of lemons”
and visited sights on the convention itinerary. Joanne has written an article in this
issue which gives us a little taste of what we missed.

Our next convention will be sponsored by the Central Carolinas Chapter in the
Charlotte, NC, area. A preview of one of the convention’s highlights is an article
in this issue on the Bartlett Arboretum. This is a jewel among arboreta and is not
normally open to the public. I’'m certainly looking forward to visiting it next year.

The pandemic is also impacting activities at the chapter level as chapters
cancel their planned activities. The pandemic needn’t cause all activities to cease,
however. The key elements to curbing the spread of the virus are maintaining the
proper social distance, washing hands frequently, and, in some cases, wearing
masks. Fortunately, our passion for azaleas (and other plants) can be met while
maintaining safe practices. For some of us, this extra time at home has given
us more time to tend to our gardens. Some public gardens continue to welcome
visitors, though indoor facilities may be shut down and capacity controls might be
in effect. Members in individual chapters have opened their gardens to visits by
other chapter members, again ensuring safe practices are observed. Some chapters
have gone the virtual route, gathering pictures from member’s gardens, and
publishing them in their newsletters (and in some cases increasing the frequency
of these letters). Others are posting their photos to chapter Facebook pages.

Now is also a good time to get into propagating azaleas. It is a satisfying way
to increase the diversity of azaleas and other plants in your garden. There are
numerous resources with information on propagating azaleas and other woody
plants, most notably The Azalean. The Spring issue was the latest with an article
by Dale Berrong on cutting propagation. You can propagate cuttings from your
own plants or get cuttings from other members, friends, and neighbors. It is a
great way to expand your collection, especially if you are looking for varieties
which you don’t find in the big box stores. Many interesting and hard to find
varieties are available in private gardens.

I 1look forward to the current COVID19 situation being over and things getting
back to normal. The key thing is for all of us to stay safe by engaging in safe
practices. While we’re all cooped up at home, we also must maintain our mental
and emotional health. Gardening is an ideal way to do that as I’m sure many, if not
all, of you know. Take this opportunity to take care of all those deferred activities
(e.g., weeding, transplanting etc.).

Hopefully in the not too distance future we will be through the current
difficulties. I look forward to us getting back together again soon.
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The Azalea Society of America, organized
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the
District of Columbia, is an educational and
scientific non-profit association devoted to
the culture, propagation, and appreciation
of azaleas which are in the subgenera Tsu-
tsusi and Pentanthera of the genus Rhodo-
dendron in the Heath family (Ericaceae).

Officers for 2017-2019
President — Rick Bauer
Vice President — Charles R. Andrews, III
Secretary — Donna Palmer
Treasurer — Paul Beck
Immediate Past President J Jackson

Directors
Terms expire 2021 Terms expire 2022
Dale Berrong Fred Anderson
Jim Campbell Robert Thau
John Simmons Andy Whipple

Chapter presidents serve as ex-officio directors.

Chapters
Northern Virginia
(chartered May 1980)
Lars Larson, Pres.

Ben Morrison
(chartered May 1980)
Budne Reinke, Pres.

Louisiana Tri-State
(chartered June 1981) (chartered Oct. 1981)
Allen Owings, Pres. Beverly Knight, Pres.
Texas Vaseyi
(chartered May 1989) (chartered June 2001
David Creech, Pres. Aaron Cook, Pres.
Lake Michigan Alabamense
(chartered May 2003) (chartered May 2005)
John Migas, Pres. Amanda Wilkins, Pres.
Rev. John Drayton Central Carolinas
(chartered May 2010) (chartered October 2013)

Tom Johnson, Pres. Kevin McCorkle, Pres.

Arkansas
(chartered 2018)
Ronnie Palmer, Pres.

Texas Forest Country
(chartered 2018)
Robert Thau, Pres.

At-Large Contact
Robert Thau

Regular membership is open to all interested
parties for an annual amount of $30; life-
membership for one or two persons at the
same address is $600. Members receive The
Azalean and are eligible for participation in
all activities of the Society. For information
and a membership application, write to Leslie
Nanney, Secretary, 8646 Tuttle Road, Spring-
field, VA 22152 or visit www.azaleas.org.
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In the Fall of 1988, I gave a two-hour presentation on
the Satsuki at the Potomac Valley Chapter of the American
Rhododendron Society. Donald Voss presided over the
meeting and took meticulous notes. Later, I gave another
talk at the ASA annual meeting held in Northern Virginia
attended by Don, Malcolm Clark, and Fred Galle. They all
encouraged me to write it up and publish in The Azalean.
Don gave me his notes from my lecture and I wrote a two-
part article that was published by The Azalean. In Part 1, I
described the origin, distribution, naming convention, and
various other aspects of the Satsuki and Maruba Satsuki.
My descriptions were based on my personal visits of various
locations in Japan and conversations and contacts with
my friends Hideo Suzuki, Yuji Kurashige, Dr. Tsuneshigo
Rokujo, Dr. John Creech, and Dr. Masaaki Kunishige, all
Japanese plant explorers and horticulturalists. I also gathered
quite a lot of Japanese literature from both new and used
book stores in Kyoto, Tokyo, and Osaka. My wife Dr. Yoko
Hirohashi Thakur translated them when I needed help. I will
not repeat what I wrote because one can read them in my
article in reference number 14 above.

15. Creech, J.L. The Bonsai Saga: How the
Bicentennial Collection Came to America, U.S.
National Arboretum. National Bonsai Foundation.
2001.

Creech discusses how the bonsai collection which contains
many Satsuki, a few Kurume, and a few conifers found their
way to the National Arboretum. There are photographs of
these plants along with his notes.

16. Kennedy, A. Floral Treasures of Japan: Satsuki
Azaleas. Stone Lantern Publishing Company.
Passumpsic, Vermont. 1997.

17. Ugajin, T. “Satsuki Azaleas as Dwarf Potted
Shrubs,” in Sam Gardener, Toyotaco Aoshima, Kan
Yashiroda et. al., Eds. The Art of Japanese Bonsai
Trees-How to Grow and Train Dwarf Trees Like
a Bonsai Master. Kindle Edition, August 9, 2001
(ASIN BOO5SGR11GE).

18. Callaham, R.Z. Satsuki Azaleas for Bonsai
Enthusiasts and Azalea Lovers. Stone Lantern
Publishing Company. Passumpsic, Vermont. 2006.

The authors of these books discuss various aspects
of Satsuki azaleas in general and their bonsai forms in
particular, such as their cultural requirements. Dr. Callaham,
being a plant geneticist, further discusses some scientific
aspects of the Satsuki.

19. Rokkaku, K. Satsuki Hanagara Hya Ka (One
Hundred Satsuki Flowers). Gekkan Satsuki
Kenkyusha. Tochigi-Ke, Japan.1979.

20. Rokkaku, K. Joku Satsuki Hanagara Hya Ka
(Another Hundred Satsuki Flowers). Gekkan
Satsuki Kenkyusha. Tochigi-Ke, Japan.1980.

The Gekkan Satsuki Kenkyusha introduced two hundred
Satsuki with photographs and descriptions in the above two
books.

21. Kunishige, M. and Y. Kobayashi.
“Chromatographic Identification of Japanese
Azalea Species and their Hybrids” in Contributions
toward a Classification of Rhododendrons.

J.L. Luteyn and M.E. O’Brien, Eds. New York
Botanical Garden. 1980.

Asthetitle implies, this publication discusses many genetic
and other scientific investigations of Japanese azalea species
and hybrids including the Satsuki. They did chromatographic
identification of these plants. Their investigation reveals the
complex anthocyanin complement due to crossing of species
containing cyanidin and malvidin. Though the article is
rather technical, it helps in understanding the characteristics
of different hybrid groups.

22. Tasaki, K., Nakatsuki, A., and N. Kobayashi.
“Morphological Analysis of Narrow-petaled
Cultivars of Rhododendron macrosepalum

Maxim.” Journal of the Japanese Society of
Horticultural Science. 2012. 81(1):72.

Although the title of the article may seem to imply
that it is on the linearifolium (strap-petal) forms of R.
macrosepalum (now R. stenopetalum) (Mochi Tsutsuji or the
Big Sepal Azalea), it covers similar forms of R. kaempferi
(Yama Tsutsuji, Torch Azalea), and R. indicum (Satsuki). It
provides a detailed morphological analysis to investigate the
origin of linearifolium forms of many cultivars of these three
species.

The Gekkan Satsuki Ken Kyusha (Satsuki Research
Association) is the most authentic and extensive organization
for Satsuki azaleas. They publish monthly newsletters
(available for members only) but unfortunately, all of them
are in Japanese with Kanji characters for the plant names.
Every 4-5 years, since 1979, they have been publishing a
beautiful “encyclopedia” of available Satsuki and Maruba
Satsuki (species, varieties, forms, and hybrids) with slightly
variable titles. The 1983 edition had the title Shin Satsuki
Jiten (The New Satsuki Dictionary) with Kenko Rokkaku as
the editor. The books contain beautiful color photographs
with the origins of the plants (when known) along with their
cultivar names in English. Originally, they used to name
the title as Satsuki Jiten (Satsuki Dictionary). Then, with
the 2001 edition, they changed the title to Satsuki Dai Jiten
(Satsuki Big Dictionary). Finally, for the 2014 edition, they
changed the title again to Satsuki Zukan (Satsuki lllustrated
Encyclopedia). 1 have their 1983 edition Shin Satsuki Jiten
(the New Satsuki Dictionary), the 1987 edition (Satsuki
Jiten, the Revised Edition), the 1992 and 1995 editions
(Satsuki Jiten), the 2001 edition (Satsuki Dai Jiten) and
finally the 2014 edition (Satsuki Zi Kan). Each edition
excludes some plants that are not readily available and
includes new introductions. The 2014 edition of the book
is under a new title, Satsuki Zi Kan, includes an English
index for the first time. Along with many other rare Japanese
publications, this item can be had from the Kino Kunya
book store chain in Seattle, New York, San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Chicago and several other places. All enquiries
should be made online to: bookwebusa@kinokuniya.com.
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A Note on Cultivar Naming

William C. Miller III—Bethesda, Maryland

he author may be correct that Japanese plant lovers

use ‘Nihon-no-Hana’, but plant professionals and The
Azalean follow the International Code of Nomenclature
for Cultivated Plants (ICNCP) and the International
Rhododendron Register and Checklist (IRRC). Under
Article 21: Names of Cultivars (21.3) of the ICNCP,
“Each word of a cultivar epithet must start with an initial
capital letter unless linguistic custom demands otherwise.

Exceptions are words after a hyphen unless they are proper
nouns, conjunctions, and prepositions other than those in the
first word of the epithet.” The citation in the IRRC for the
cultivar name offered by the author shows ‘Nihon-no-hana’.
Other examples are ‘Shinnyo-no-tsuki’ and ‘Niroku-no-
iwai’. If authors are unsure about the spelling or the proper
form of any cultivar names (not just in Japanese), they have
access to a digital version of the IRRC on the ASA Website.

INCOME STATEMENT

Year 2019

RECEIPTS
Contributions, Donations & Gifts $5,610
Dues (Life & Regular) ! $12,095
Seed Exchange $828
The Azalean $2,535
Interest & Dividends $5,831
Total Receipts $26,899

EXPENSES
Grants $10,000
Professional Fees 2 $5,400
Printing, publications, postage $10,124
Membership $2,882
Other expenses $877
Total Expenses $29,283
INCOME - EXPENSES ($2,384)

$4,347.

ASA Financial Statement - December 31, 2019

Paul A. Beck, Treasurer

"1n 2019, the dues revenue was $12,095 compared to $19,490 for 2018. This is a huge difference. Details are
discussed in the 2019 Treasurer’s report, published on our website, https://www.azaleas.org/annual-reports.

2 Three issues of The Azalean were published in 2019; the 2019 Winter issue came out in early 2020; this issue cost

BALANCE SHEET
December 31, 2019
ASSETS

Checking $7,316
Savings $24,641
PayPal $2,939
CDs $80,296
Investments $128,524
Total Assets $243,716

LIABILITIES AND RESERVES
Uncashed checks $0
Credit Card Account $24
Operating Fund $75,269
General Endowment $62,715
Research Fund $105,708
Total Liabilities $243,716
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Be enchanted all year by Magnolia’s stunning natural setting, and make your Charleston visit
complete by observing the very best of our flora and fauna. Unlike most of America’s gardens,
which are formal and seek to control nature, Magnolia’s Romantic-style Gardens cooperate with
nature to create a tranquil landscape like Eden where humanity and nature are in harmony.

Garden, House, Nature Preserve, Nature Boat and Train Tours, Zoo and Nature Center, Slavery to
Freedom Cabin Project, Weddings, Special Events, and more... Open 365 Days a Year, Dogs Welcome!

®
Magonolia ~ - wwwmagnoliaplantation.com
« 3550 Ashley River Road | Charleston, SC 29414

Plantation & Gardens (843) 571-1266



